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5.11 Australia’s liveable cities

In the 2015 Global Liveability Survey, Melbourne as Australia, also have a wide range of goods and

was rated as the world’s most liveable city. Adelaide services available to the people who live there. The
(5), Sydney (7) and Perth (8) were also ranked in infrastructure in large Australian cities includes:

the top 10. Australian cities usually score well in schools and universities; efficient transport networks;
liveability studies because they generally have open clean water delivered to homes and businesses

spaces for recreation, relatively low crime rates, through a vast network of dams, treatment plants
low population densities and good education and and pipes; and electricity supplied through a system
health care. Large cities in a wealthy country, such of overhead and underground wires and cables.

Source 1 Melbourne is rated as the most liveable city in the world.
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5.11 Australia’s liveable cities

In the 2015 Global Liveability Survey, Melbourne 

was rated as the world’s most liveable city. Adelaide 

(5), Sydney (7) and Perth (8) were also ranked in 

the top 10. Australian cities usually score well in 

liveability studies because they generally have open 

spaces for recreation, relatively low crime rates, 

low population densities and good education and 

health care. Large cities in a wealthy country, such 

as Australia, also have a wide range of goods and 

services available to the people who live there. The 

infrastructure in large Australian cities includes: 

schools and universities; ef cient transport networks; 

clean water delivered to homes and businesses 

through a vast network of dams, treatment plants 

and pipes; and electricity supplied through a system 

of overhead and underground wires and cables. 

Source 1  Melbourne is rated as the most liveable city in the world.
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5B Where are the world’s most and least liveable cities?
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5. 1 1  A u s t r a l i a ’ s   l i v e a bl e  c i t i e s

as  A u s t r a l i a ,  a l s o  h a v e  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  g o o d s  a n d  

se r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  l i v e  t h e r e .  T h e  

in f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  l a r g e  A u s t r a l i a n  c i t i e s  i n c l u d e s :  

s c h o o l s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s ;  e f  c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t  n e t w o r k s ;  

cl e a n  wa t e r  d e l i v e r e d  t o  h o m e s a n d  b u s i n e ss e s  

th r o u g h  a  v a s t  n e t w o r k  o f  d a m s ,  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t s  

an d  p i p e s ;  a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y  s u p p l i e d  t h r o u g h  a  s y s t e m  

of  o v e r h e a d  a n d  u n d e r g r o u n d  w i r e s  a n d  c a b l e s.  

Source 2   Source: Oxford University Press 

MELBOURNE: CBD AND INNER SUBURBS
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How do Melbourne’s residents
view their city?

In a different survey, Melbourne residents were asked
about the liveability of their city. The results are
shown in Source 2. While the city performed poorly
in affordability, public transport and road network, it
scored well among residents for culture, environment
and education.

There is a vibrant cultural entertainment scene.

There is a wide range of recreational outdoor environments.
The natural environment is attractive.

There are good schools and other educational facilities.

The look and design of the city are attractive.

Attribute

There are good health-care services.

There are good employment and economic opportunities.

There is a good balance of different housing types.

There is a diverse range of people who get along well.

I Strongly agree | Agree

m Neither agree nor disagree

Source 3 Results of a survey of Melburnians of
the liveability of Melbourne, 2015: best performing
attributes

25 50 75 100
Percentage

Disagree I Strongly disagree

Check your learning 5.11

Remember and understand

1 What Australian cities featured in the top 10 most
liveable cities in 20157

2 Why do Australian cities feature highly in these
surveys?

3 What features of their city do Melburnians like the
best? How do these features help to make the city
more liveable?

4 What features of their city do Melburnians not like?

Apply and analyse

5 Look at the oblique aerial view of Melbourne
(Source 1). What features shown in this photograph
might suggest that Melbourne is a liveable city?

6 Examine the map of central Melbourne on the
previous page (Source 2). Then copy and complete
the following table. Add at least two examples to each
category. The first example has been done for you.

170 oxford big ideas humanities 7 victorian curriculum

Examples from | Grid
reference

Liveability category

Melbourne

The Royal D9
Melbourne Hospital

Availability of public
health care

Recreation: sports
Recreation: culture

Availability of consumer
goods and services

Religious freedom
Availability of schools

Availability of higher
education

Quality of road network

Quality of public
transport

Licensed to Janine Callahan, from Mater Christi College until 2022-12-31.




creo










There is a vibrant cultural entertainment scene.

There is a wide range of recreational outdoor environments.

The natural environment is attractive.

There are good schools and other educational facilities.

The look and design of the city are attractive.

There are good health-care services.

There are good employment and economic opportunities.

There is a good balance of different housing types.

There is a diverse range of people who get along well.

A

t

t

r

i

b

u

t

e

Percentage

0 25 50 75 100

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

38 49 10 2

21

1

26 60 12

4

15

59

62

19

6 17 18

53 5 14 28

2 53 12 13 20

2 56 11 9 23

2 53 9 9 26

21 50 10 12 26

Remember and understand

1 

What Australian cities featured in the top 10 most  

liveable cities in 2015?

2 

Why do Australian cities feature highly in these 

surveys?

3 

What features of their city do Melburnians like the 

best? How do these features help to make the city 

more liveable?

4 

What features of their city do Melburnians not like?

Apply and analyse

5 

Look at the oblique aerial view of Melbourne 

(Source 1). What features shown in this photograph 

might suggest that Melbourne is a liveable city?

6 

Examine the map of central Melbourne on the 

previous page (Source 2). Then copy and complete 

the following table. Add at least two examples to each 

category. The 

�

rst example has been done for you.

Liveability category Examples from 

Melbourne

Grid 

reference

Availability of public 

health care

The Royal 

Melbourne Hospital

D9

Recreation: sports

Recreation: culture

Availability of consumer 

goods and services 

Religious freedom

Availability of schools

Availability of higher 

education

Quality of road network

Quality of public 

transport

Source 3  Results of a survey of Melburnians of 

the liveability of Melbourne, 2015: best performing 

attributes

Check your learning 5.11

How do Melbourne’s residents 

view their city?

In a different survey, Melbourne residents were asked 

about the liveability of their city. The results are 

shown in Source 2. While the city performed poorly 

in affordability, public transport and road network, it 

scored well among residents for culture, environment 

and education.
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5.12 Melbourne’s liveable suburbs

In a 2015 study conducted by MELBOURNE: SUBURBS
The Age newspaper, each of 4 SR S % |
7 % | 3 urstbridge 7
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. -4 —— S 7 / Western Port B
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drawbacks. The study found that Point Nepeafror. > Devilkend b ? FairhaVen—rench isiand
. \\ sea Droma Reservoir N ¢ A \
residents of East Melbourne have - W—M
to tolerate terrible traffic jams and X kie P 3
poor telecommunications coverage. LEGEND i AEE Prackerion 1
. ) c Y R/ Corinella
The suburb of Skye’ in |:| Urban area Major road Coronet)
. . ——— Other road P B.
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. Parkland or Air orty —( / Phillip Island ,A N
as the least liveable. A number of forestreserve — 'P P 15 km BN )
different factors contributed to A B < - b
this outcome. Skye rated poorly Source 1 Source: Oxford UniVerSity Press

in terms of access to shops and
open public spaces such as parks
and playgrounds. Lack of good
access to public transport and
comparatively high crime rates
were some of the other factors
that resulted in a low rating.
However, as Skye is a focus of state
government funding to improve
infrastructure (such as access to
public transport), it may soon be
moving up the ratings. Source 2 Skye — Melbourne’s least liveable suburb.
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In a 2015 study conducted by 

The Age 

newspaper, each of 

Melbourne’s 321 suburbs was 

rated in terms of its liveability. 

The study used available data, 

much of it from the census, to 

score each suburb on 14 key 

indicators. These included factors 

such as the access to shops, 

schools, restaurants and public 

transport as well as crime rates, 

open space and traf c congestion. 

The study found the inner-city 

suburb of East Melbourne to be 

the most liveable suburb in the 

most liveable city in the world. 

East Melbourne scored highly 

because of its closeness to the city 

centre as well as its good public 

transport and shopping. Unlike 

many other suburbs close to city 

centres, it also has a large amount 

of open spaces. Living in East 

Melbourne, however, can have its 

drawbacks. The study found that 

residents of East Melbourne have 

to tolerate terrible traf c jams and 

poor telecommunications coverage.

The suburb of Skye, in 

Melbourne’s outskirts, was rated 

as the least liveable. A number of 

different factors contributed to 

this outcome. Skye rated poorly 

in terms of access to shops and 

open public spaces such as parks 
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Source 1   Source: Oxford University Press

MELBOURNE: SUBURBS 

5.12 Melbourne’s liveable suburbs

and playgrounds. Lack of good 

access to public transport and 

comparatively high crime rates 

were some of the other factors 

that resulted in a low rating. 

However, as Skye is a focus of state 

government funding to improve 

infrastructure (such as access to 

public transport), it may soon be 

moving up the ratings.

Ther e is a vibrant cultural entertainment scene.

Ther e is a wide range of r ecr eational outdoor envir onments.

The natural envir onment is attractive.

Ther e  ar e  good schools and other educational facilities.

The look and design of the city  ar e  attractive.

Ther e  ar e  good health-car e services.

Ther e  ar e  good employment and economic opportunities.

Ther e is a good balance of dif fer ent housing types.

Ther e is a diverse range of people who get along well.

A

t
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b

u

t

e

Per centage

0 25 50 75 100

Str ongly agr ee Agr ee Neither agr ee nor disagr ee Disagr ee Str ongly disagr ee

38 49 10 2

21

1

26 60 12

4

15

59

62

19

6 17 18

53 5 14 28

2 53 12 13 20

2 56 11 9 23

2 53 9 9 26

21 50 10 12 26

So u r c e  3   R e s u l ts  o f  a  s u r v e y  o f  M e l b u r n i a n s  o f  

th e  l i v e a b i l i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e ,  2 0 1 5 :  b e s t  p e r f o r m i n g  

a t tr i b u t e s

Source 2 Skye – Melbourne’s least liveable suburb.
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MELBOURNE: CHOROPLETH MAP SHOWING ACCESS TO TRAINS

MELBOURNE: CHOROPLETH MAP SHOWING ACCESS TO
RESTAURANTS

Port Phillip Bay

Port Phillip Bay

LEGEND LEGEND
Access to trains Access to restaurants
(by suburb) (by suburb) 1 1
| Closer More |
{ »I - ) »‘ A3 e/
v ol " Y
Further / Less /
(] No data available No data available =
{ l:l 0 / 10 20 km R/M l:l 0 / 10 20 kmy, | f)\f/\»
=~ / L =
Source 3 Source: Oxford University Press  Source 4 Source: Oxford University Press

skilldrill: Data and information

Explaining patterns on maps

Geographers look for patterns on maps such as
Sources 3-5 and then try to explain the patterns.

By following these steps you will move from describing
features of a map to explaining them.

Step 1 Look for an obvious pattern in the map you are
exploring. This may be a cluster of similar features in
a small region or a line of features. In the map
showing the liveability of Melbourne’s suburbs
(Source 5, lighter colours (less liveable) tend to be
near the fringes of the city whereas darker colours
(more liveable) are nearer to the centre.

Step 2 Describe the pattern using names of specific
places in your description.

172 oxford big ideas humanities 7 victorian curriculum

Step 3 Look for clues that explain the pattern you have

described. There may be clues in other maps or in
the way the map has been drawn. In the case of the
liveability map, the explanation for higher liveability in
inner suburbs may be that there tends to be many
restaurants, shops and train stations there. These
factors were all taken into account in determining
the liveability of each suburb.

Apply the skill

1 Explain the pattern in Source 4 showing access

to restaurants in Melbourne’s suburbs.
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Port Phillip Bay

Explaining patterns on maps

Geographers look for patterns on maps such as 

Sources 3–5 and then try to explain the patterns. 

By following these steps you will move from describing 

features of a map to explaining them.

Step 1

 

Look for an obvious pattern in the map you are 

exploring. This may be a cluster of similar features in 

a small region or a line of features. In the map 

showing the liveability of Melbourne’s suburbs 

(Source 5, lighter colours (less liveable) tend to be 

near the fringes of the city whereas darker colours 

(more liveable) are nearer to the centre.

Step 2

 

Describe the pattern using names of speci

�

 c 

places in your description.

Step 3

 

Look for clues that explain the pattern you have 

described. There may be clues in other maps or in 

the way the map has been drawn. In the case of the 

liveability map, the explanation for higher liveability in 

inner suburbs may be that there tends to be many 

restaurants, shops and train stations there. These 

factors were all taken into account in determining 

the liveability of each suburb.

Apply the skill

 1 

Explain the pattern in Source 4 showing access 

to restaurants in Melbourne’s suburbs.

skilldrill: Data and information

Source 3    Source: Oxford University Press
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Source 4  Source: Oxford University Press
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Remember and understand

1 What pattern do you notice on the map showing
access to trains (Source 3)? Describe this pattern
using the names of specific places.

2 What feature on the key map (Source 1) helps to
explain this pattern?

Apply and analyse

;/ 3 Examine Source 1.
=7 Port Phillip Bay .
J/ a How has Port Phillip Bay affected the shape of
LEGEND Melbourne?
[e] Il k: q q
1‘('§1fstr|i?eable) b What influence have major roads had on the
to 321 (least liveable)
(by suburb) \ shape of the outer suburbs?
over 8% J N 4 These maps of Melbourne show that liveability is
201 to 250 . SkyelE2l) not the same for everyone in a city. Who would
151 to 200 4 ;
?
101 10 150 u/ e 2 find these maps useful”
51 to 100 31 T T
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Source 5 Source: Oxford University Press Source 6 East Melbourne — Melbourne’s most liveable suburb
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Source 5   Source: Oxford University Press

MELBOURNE: CHOROPLETH MAP SCORING EACH OF THE 321 

SUBURBS ON ITS LIVEABILITY 

Remember and understand

1 

What pattern do you notice on the map showing 

access to trains (Source 3)? Describe this pattern 

using the names of speci

�

 c places.

2 

What feature on the key map (Source 1) helps to 

explain this pattern?

Apply and analyse

3 

Examine Source 1. 

a 

How has Port Phillip Bay affected the shape of 

Melbourne?

b 

What in

�

 uence have major roads had on the 

shape of the outer suburbs?

4 

These maps of Melbourne show that liveability is 

not the same for everyone in a city. Who would 

�

 nd these maps useful?

Check your learning 5.12

Source 6  East Melbourne – Melbourne’s most liveable suburb

5B Where are the world’s most and least liveable cities?
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